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Some good games for a
couple of good causes

By Bill Paterson Thursday, Jan. 15, 2009

teve Caruso and Brad Swope have a
Skeen eye for those who can run and
jump and put a ball in the basket.
It’s a must when running nonprofit or-
ganizations that depend heavily on high
school basketball events to provide fund-
ing for their good causes.
Swope is the executive director of An
Organization for the Common Good, a

Placer County advocacy organization. Car-
uso is a former member of the Sacramento
Mutual Housing Association, which owns
and operates affordable housing properties.

Both have found success raising funds
by melding the concept of giving back to
the community with intriguing prep bas-
ketball matchups unlikely to be seen at
other times during the year.

Swope’s group is hosting the second
annual Common Good Classic, which of-
fers eight high school games and one col-
lege matchup Friday and Saturday at Del
Oro High School.

Caruso will run the sixth annual Hoops
Classic 2009! featuring 11 high school
games over two days — Saturday and Mon-
day — at Sacramento State.

Area charitable organizations
look to score big thanks to two
separate fund-raising hoop events

By Bill Paterson Thursday, Jan. 15, 2009

n Organization for the Common
AGood and the Sacramento Mutual

Housing Association hope to each
net between $15,000 to $25,000 at this
weekend’s upcoming benefit basketball
events. Steve Caruso, a former member
of the SMHA, which owns and oper-
ates affordable housing properties, said
proceeds from Hoops Classic 2009! will
benefit low-income families and individu-
als needing shelter. Executive director
Brad Swope said funds from the Common
Good Classic will be targeted toward the
Placer County advocacy organization that
helps teenagers make the transition from

foster care into adulthood.

The events have raised enough money
and interest in the past to expand from
their previous one-day event status.

THE HOOPS CLASSIC 2009!
Previously known as the Hoops for the
Hungry and the Hoops for the Homeless
Families Classic, will feature four girls
games Saturday at Sacramento State, in-
cluding St. Mary’s of Stockton and Han-
ford, ranked No. 11 and No. 13, respec-
tively, in the nation by Maxpreps.com.

In a Sac-Joaquin Section Division-III
championship rematch, St. Mary’s will

play No. 3 Sacramento at 3:45 p.m. Oak
Ridge. The Bee’s top-ranked team, faces
Hanford at 1:30 p.m.

Seven boys’ games will be played Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day on Monday, in-
cluding No. 3 Sheldon against No. 5 Sac-
ramento in the 7:45 p.m. marquee game.

This is the first time Caruso is putting
on a girls showcase.

“We just weren’t sure there was enough
interest in the girls to make it work in the
past,” Caruso said. “But last year I went
to the St. Mary’s-at-St. Francis game and
the gym was nearly packed. I think girls
draw now.”



At the then Hoops for the Homeless
Families Classic, Rio Americano outlast-
ed Franklin 88-81 in three overtimes while
Sheldon rallied from 16 down to beat Elk
Grove 65-63 in overtime.

While Sacramento State’s Hornets Nest
seats fewer spectators than Capital Chris-
tian High School, last year’s venue, or Val-
ley High School, where the event was held
the first four years, Caruso believes it’s a
good move.

“Sacramento State simulates Arco
Arena more than any other court,” Caruso
said. “So this creates a playoff atmosphere,
which is why the coaches like it.”
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MUTUAL HOUSING
ASSOCIATION

Transforming Lives...Building Community

Sacramento Mutual Housing Association develops housing
that is affordable to a diversity of households. Qur housing
builds strong and stable communities through resident
participation and leadership development.

For more information, call (916) 453-8400 or visit our
website at mutualhousing.com.



